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A Comparison of the forest images between teenagers
in Nagano Prefecture, Japan and in Michigan State, USA.

Iwao UEHARA
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University
(ZFBE19974:10A2308)

People's forest images have been surveyed in various places and in various ways. Researching and
understanding the people's forest images are important to cvaluate the need for forests and to make up a
curriculum for environmental education.

A comparison of forest images between 167 tecnagers in Nagano Prefecture, Japan, and 111 teenagers
in Michigan State, USA, is made by a Sentence Completion Test (SCT).

The Japanese teenagers tended to make up their images of forest through school education while the
American teenagers through their experiences. Both Japancse and Amcrican teenagers have the images that
forest and nature are good and natural, and both think forest and nature are in a critical situation. Teenagers
of both countries realize that the forest has "healing" and “casing mind" effects when they suffered from
mental stress.

Key Words forest image, Michigan state, Nagano prefectute, Sentence Completion Test (SCT),
teenager
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